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St. Stephen’s Newsletter   

February-March 2023
 
 The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you 

seek him, he is there to be found. If you forsake him, he 
will forsake you.  

(2 Chronicles 15:2) 

    The nation of Judah had a very up and down 
history. At times they had rest from their enemies, 
but at other times those enemies caused 
tremendous troubles for the nation. It all hinged on 
one thing. The faithfulness of the king determined 
the nation’s fate. If the king followed God and his 
commands, God granted blessing. If the king 
forsook God and introduced idols, curses would 
come upon the nation.  

Asa rose to the throne. He served God faithfully. He 
cleaned out all the idols polluting the land. He tore 
down pagan altars. He even had time to fortify cities 
across his kingdom.  

God spoke the words of our verse to Asa to 
encourage him. It would be easy for Asa to wonder if 
God would truly be with Judah. Asa knew about the 
sins Judah committed in the past. However, God 
would not throw out the repentant. If Judah sought 
the Lord, the Lord would watch over the people.  

Soon we will come upon the start of another Lenten 
season. Ash Wednesday begins our solemn six week 
journey with Jesus before his death. This is a time of 
sorrow.  

Lent also means a time of introspection. We take a 
look at our life only to see the many times we have 
wandered away from God. It starts out as small steps 
away from him, but those small steps easily lead to a 
gaping hole in our relationship with God.  

Like the nation of Judah, we quietly slip away in 
honoring God’s Word and commands. We look 
around to see something a little more attractive than 
God’s Word. Our time in worship becomes less and 
less. When we do come to worship, we do not bring 
our whole heart to honor him. We build an altar, not 
of prayer, to self righteousness. We introduce a god 
of greed.  

If we forsake God, God will forsake us. God hates sin. 
God hates sinful attitudes. God does not want a heart 
divided in service to him, but he demands complete 

obedience and dedication. If we do not completely 
dedicate ourselves to God, he will not be dedicated to 
us.  

Our hearts need to come in repentance to our Savior. 
This is what Lent is all about. Those six midweek 
Lenten services give us an opportunity to see our 
unworthiness. We confess the multitude of our sins to 
God. We admit that we deserve nothing that comes 
from God.  

There is hope. The Lord is with us. The Sundays in 
Lent provide a glimpse of Jesus’ victory. Those days 
show how worthy our Lord is. Jesus is worthy 
because he is the spotless Lamb of God. He came into 
this world to take away the sins of the world.  

We follow Jesus to the cross. Our hearts filled with 
sorrow over our many sins. However, we know the 
Lord is with us. He died to take away all our sins. 
Faith grasps onto those blessings to make them our 
own.  

It does not depend on us or our leaders in church. It 
all depends on Jesus. He has done everything for us. 
Thank you Jesus for not forsaking me!  

Pastor Dorn  

Worship Opportunities 

Lenten Midweek Services 
“The Suffering Servant” is the theme of our 
midweek worship for the 2023 Lenten Season. Each 
service focuses on Isaiah’s description of Jesus in 
chapters 52 and 53 of his book. Our pastors will be 
preaching in rotation with the pastors of St. John’s 
in Juneau, St. John’s in Fox Lake and Good 
Shepherd in Beaver Dam.  

Lent begins Ash Wednesday, February 22.  
Worship services for Ash Wednesday will be at 
3:30 and 6:30pm.  Holy Communion will be 
served at each Ash Wednesday service.   

Weekly Wednesday Lenten services following 
will also be at 3:30 and 6:30pm. 

Holy Week Services 
Palm Sunday, April 2, 8:00 and  10:00 a.m. 



St. Stephen’s February-March 2023 Newsletter Page 2 
 

Holy Week Tuesday, April 4 
Confessional service with Holy Communion,  3:30 
p.m. 

Holy Thursday, April 6 
  Communion Service 3:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 7 
 Good Friday Midday, 1:30 p.m. 
 Good Friday Tenebrae, 7:00 p.m. 

Easter, April 9 
 Festival Services 6:30 and 10:00 a.m. 
 Communion Service 8:00 a.m.  

Christian Education Opportunities 

For all adults (confirmed)… 
Sunday Bible Class 
Our Sunday Morning Bible Class takes a 
look at how God desires to live with us. 
By nature sinful people often want to 

push God away. However, God’s desire is to take 
up residence in our heart. Come and learn how 
God establishes a relationship with his people.  

NO BIBLE CLASS ON FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH 
MONTH when we have our “big” Coffee 
Fellowship time. 

Monday & Wednesday Bible Class 
Mondays at 7:00pm & Wednesdays at 11:00am.  
Monday and Wednesdays we are studying the 
Gospel of Mark. Although it is the shortest of the 
gospels, it is also packed with action. In this class, 
we walk with Jesus as he does his work, and learn 
important lessons about the loving personality of 
our Savior.  

Bible Information Class (BIC) 

Do you know someone who has questions about 
the Bible and faith? Is your neighbor searching for 
a church home? Would you like a review of the 
basic teachings of the Bible? If you answered yes 
to these questions, we have an opportunity for 
you.  

The pastors are starting another Bible Information 
Class. This class focuses on sharing the teachings 
of the Bible for those who have questions or want 
a review. It also serves as a means for a person to 
become a member of our congregation.  

We will hold these classes on Sunday mornings 
from 11:15 AM-12:15 PM, starting February 

19. If this time does not work for someone, we will 
work with them to find a time that works.  

Invite a friend, neighbor, relative, or acquaintance 
to this class or give their name and number to one 
of the pastors.  

Annual Marriage / Pre-Marriage Seminar 
God instituted marriage for a man 
and woman to join their lives 
together as one. In a world where 
marriage is under attack, God lays 
out a beautiful design for marriage 
in his Word.  

Our annual marriage seminar will take place on 
Saturday, February 25, from 9:00 AM to 1:00 
PM. We encourage all couples planning to get 
married this year to attend. If you would like a 
refresher course on God’s design for marriage, we 
would welcome you as well.  

Using the study-discussion guide Building the 
Christian Home, we will touch on God’s blueprint 
for marriage, the foundation and structure of a 
Christian marriage, finances in a family and the 
growing family.  

A sign-up sheet is available at church to help us 
have an adequate supply of study guides and 
refreshments. Register by calling the church 
office (885-3309) or email 
office@saintstephen.org to RSVP. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Beaver Dam Area OWLS 
Our area OWLS (Organization of 
WELS Lutheran Seniors) has been 
“on hiatus” during the Winter 

months.  We will begin meeting again in  April 
(11th) at St. Stephen’s.  The Program Committee 
met earlier in January to line up our 2023 programs 
and is now in the process of securing program 
presenters. 

  We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month, 
alternating between St. Stephen’s and  Friedens in 
Randolph (with one meeting at Good Shepherd this 
year - in June).   “Meetings” start with a potluck 
lunch at Noon, followed by a brief devotion and 
our presentation.   We welcome everyone 50 years 
and older (and your friends). 
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Lutheran Teens 
The teens have two activities planned for the 
upcoming months.  
On February 4, they will go tubing at Sunburst 
Ski Hill. Information and a sign-up have already 
gone out.  
In March we will play Laser Tag in Madison. The 
date is tentatively planned for Saturday, March 25, 
but more information will be shared when details 
are set.  
We hope to see many of our teens, as well as their 
friends, join us for these events.  
 

Service Opportunities 

St. Stephen’s Radio Service 
Since 1973 (50 years!!) St. Stephen’s 
has provided a half-hour radio 
worship service primarily for our 
members who are homebound and in 
nursing homes, but also as a tool to 

share God’s Word with many others. This service 
provides the opportunity to hear God’s precious 
word and to sing with fellow Christians the hymns 
of the faith. It airs every Sunday at 9:30am on 
WBEV (95.3 FM). 

These services involve many people – our pastors, 
organists, and very importantly a volunteer 
congregation. We record two half-hour services on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month 
(September – March). We start at 7:00pm and 
finish around 8:10. It’s a simple and pleasant way 
to serve Jesus and his people. We record in the 
church. The Maple Ave, church office and ramp 
entrances will be open. Please join us! Another 
way to support this ministry, if you can’t 
participate, is with an offering. Each half-hour 
Sunday service on WBEV costs about $85.  

You can listen to our radio services over the 
internet. Go to our Radio Service Page and listen 
by streaming audio. 

School News 

A Beginning thought: 
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall lift you up.  James 4:10 

As a Christian/Lutheran congregation, we have the 
Lord’s word in front of us on a regular basis.  This 

past week, as I was teaching the 7th grade religion, 
a thought dawned on me.  As we look at our 
greatest asset as a congregation (our children), we 
need to remember that they are the next 
generation of leaders in our church body.  Let us 
continue to build them up.  Encourage them to be 
regular attendees of worship and Bible class.  
Encourage those with gifts to become called 
workers.  Then when they are older, Lord willing 
they will not turn from it.  Let us work together in 
all of this. 

Kindergarten Round Up:  
St. Stephen’s Lutheran School will be hosting 
Kindergarten Round-Up on February 6th from 6pm 
until 7pm. There will be a short meeting allowing 
parents the opportunity to get inside our 
classroom, meet the teacher, and get to know other 
possible parents and students. Mrs. Barnett has 
been doing a wonderful job getting things ready 
for this evening and looks forward to meeting all 
the new families.   

If you have a child ready for Kindergarten this 
upcoming 2023-2024 school year, feel free to stop 
by and collect some information, meet some 
friendly folks and maybe enjoy a cookie or two.   

If you know someone who has children in this age 
range, please encourage them to attend this 
evening.  Congregation members and families are 
our best form of outreach.  Let the Lord guide you 
to encourage the youth of our church and 
community to enroll in Christ-centered education. 

Sports 
We have successfully navigated through ⅔ of our 
basketball season here at St. Stephen’s.   
All teams are doing well.  We look forward to the 
tournament season of February to see what our A-
Teams can accomplish. 
Our boys B-Team has participated in a tournament 
recently and brought home 3rd place.  
Congratulations boys. 
Our A-Girls team has already participated in a 
tournament.  They fought hard in the Falcon 
Tournament early in January, but fell short of 
playing on Sunday. 

Missions 
We had a successful mission offering given to the 
Costa Maya mission.  This offering had been 
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collected during the first part of this year.  
Offerings for the 1st semester collection totaled 
$1051.90.  This is a wonderful thing as we look at 
spreading the Gospel message to Latin America. 

Our Second Semester offering will be going to 
support Good News Lutheran church in Mt. Horeb.  
Pastor Jon Bauer presented to us in late January 
about his work there. 

We also had a special collection in December for 
Kids C.A.R.E.  This year the mission supported was 
“Mi Amigo Jesús” (My Friend Jesus).  Through our 
coin drive and collection, the mission benefited 
from a donation of just over $850.00.   

Please keep up-to-date with school news on the 
school website at www.ssbdwels.com/school 

Click on school news when you get there to see 
everything that is being talked about on a weekly 
basis at school.  St. Stephen’s School is your 
outreach tool and there is plenty of news to read 
about on a weekly basis. 

January 29, 2023 Annual Meeting 
Summary 

The Annual Meeting of the Voters of our 
congregation was held Sunday, January 29. 
1. The recessed Call Meeting was reconvened, 

and we called Mrs. Amy Helwig who is 
currently teaching preschool in Port Orange, 
Florida to be our new second grade teacher, 
replacing Miss Geiger who is retiring at the 
end of this year. 

2. The Audit Committee reported that finances 
of the congregation and school are in 
satisfactory order and made some 
recommendations for some improvements. 
This year all the organizations of the 
congregation received an audit. This helps 
provide transparency as we show the financial 
integrity of our congregation.  

3. Treasurer David Stange explained our 
finances and our efforts to consolidate our 
organizations’ finances into dedicated funds. 

4. Elections for open positions on our 
Council and Boards were held.   

Elected to thee Council were: 
● Church Council: David Schumann, Steven 

Seim, Tim Welch. 
● New officers will be elected to specific 

positions at the February Council meeting. 

● Curt Lehman, Roger Leland and Joel Scott 
have completed their terms of service. We 
thank them for their time and efforts serving 
on the Council. 

● Board of Education: David Sager completed his 
term. Jacob Schultz was reelected and Mark 
Schuman was elected to his first term.. 

● Board of Property Maintenance: Jim Szopinski was 
reelected. 

5. Special written reports were reviewed: 
● Approval of membership actions of 2022. An 

explanation of the work of Pastors, Elders, 
volunteer callers, and church office on in-
reach to inactive members, along with the 
plan going forward was given.  

● Other reports were also reviewed. 
6. Old Business 
● Gene Nimmer reviewed the history of the 

Sanctuary Restoration Project, how much 
was done to the exterior in preparation for 
interior work. We presently have $305,000 in 
the restoration fund. More details can be seen 
on our website: https://ssbdwels.com/sanctuary-
restoration/  

● Sanctuary Restoration Committee 
presented the materials from the architect, 
with the note that this is a work in progress, 
and that the Committee is still in the process 
of understanding the Master Plan and asking 
questions of the architect. The funding of the 
project is also being carefully considered. 
Special meetings will be held in the future, 
open to the whole congregation, to inform 
everyone of the project, seek input, answer 
questions, and inform everyone of the 
financial needs and plans. 

7.  New Business 
● In preparation for the sanctuary restoration, 

the voters approved the mortgage of the three 
parsonages to establish the line of credit 
$700,000 with Horicon Bank.  

● A change in the language of the bylaws 
regarding the audit committee, from “men to 
“people” with the option of using an outside 
firm to audit was approved. 

● The Council’s recommendation that the 
Finance Committee evaluate the purpose and 
use of the Special Improvement Fund was 
approved. 


