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Hymn 372 — As with Gladness Men of Old
Order of Service Service of Word and Prayer, Hymnal, p. 266
First Reading (Sermon text) 1 Kings 10:1-9 (EHV)

The Queen of Sheba heard about Solomon’s fame, which was connected with the fame of the
LORD, so she came to test him with hard questions. ? She came to Jerusalem with a very great
entourage—with camels carrying spices and a large quantity of gold and precious stones. She
came to Solomon and told him everything that was on her heart. * Solomon answered all her
questions. There was nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her. * The Queen
of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon, the house which he built, * and the food on his table.
When she saw the council meeting of his officials, the careful attention of his ministers, as well
as their attire, his cupbearers, and the whole burnt offerings which he offered at the House of the
LORD, it took her breath away. ¢ She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country
about your accomplishments and your wisdom is true. ’ I did not believe the report until I came
and saw it with my own eyes. The truth is, not even half of it was told to me! Your wisdom and
wealth surpass the report which I heard. 8 Blessed are your men, blessed are your servants, who
stand before you continually hearing your wisdom! * May the LORD your God be blessed, who
was pleased to put you on the throne of Israel. Because the LORD loves Israel forever, he made
you king to administer justice and righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 72
Second Reading Acts 13:46-49 (EHV)
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Then Paul and Barnabas responded fearlessly, “It was necessary that God’s word be spoken to
you first. But since you reject it and consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life, look: We are
now turning to the Gentiles! #’ For this is what the Lord has instructed us: I have made you a
light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth.” ¥ When the Gentiles
heard this, they were rejoicing and praising the word of the Lord. All who had been appointed
for eternal life believed. *° And the word of the Lord was being carried through the whole region.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 (EHV)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east came
to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” * When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed,
and all Jerusalem with him. * He gathered together all the people’s chief priests and experts in
the law. He asked them where the Christ was to be born. > They said to him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, because this was written through the prophet: ¢ You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
certainly not least among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will
shepherd my people, Israel.” 7 Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from
them exactly when the star had appeared. ® He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and worship him.”
? After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child was. 1 When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 1! After they went into the house and saw the child
with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures
and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2 Since they had been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day 370 - How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
Sermon God's Gift to The World

1. Greet him with awe, 2. Proclaim his praises



Apostles’ Creed Hymnal, p. 268
Prayers Hymnal, p. 268

Prayer of the Day

Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations your one and only
Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to come at last to the perfect joy of your
heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Hymnal, p. 269
Blessing

Closing Hymn 376 — Rise Up and Shine

Prayer of the Day reprinted from Christian Worship: Altar Book, copyright © 2021 Northwestern Publishing
House. Used with permission.

Scripture readings are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version.






