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St. Stephen’s Newsletter   
October-November 2021 

Devotional Thought 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

You probably heard that I retired my yellow 
Mustang. I won’t get into the details behind it. I’ll 
just say we knew it was time.  

Now, my challenge is getting used to the new car. 
Where’s the headlight dimmer switch? (In the turn 
signal lever. Push for bright, pull for dim.) Where’s 
the windshield wiper switch? (Right side lever. Push 
down for high speed, up for just a momentary 
swipe.) Where’s cruise control? (There’s a short 
lever at the 4:00 position on the steering wheel.) It 
takes some getting used to.  

We have something else new coming. Beginning in 
Advent, we will be using 
Christian Worship: 
Hymnal, a new hymn book 
that WELS pastors and 
musicians have been 
working on for over eight 
years. In 2017 we 
participated in a field test 
of the services, and we also 
shared records of our 
hymn usage with the 
hymnal committee to help 
with their decisions for 
hymn choices. 

At first, using the new book may be like my 
experience with the new car. Where are the psalms? 
(They’re in the front of the book. This is so that their 
numbering can stand alone, without page numbers. 
Pastors will be able to say, “We will now sing Psalm 
23” without announcing a page number.) Where are 
the services? (They begin on page 151, after the 
psalms.) Where are the hymns? (Where they always 
were, but the first hymn will be numbered 301. That 
way there will be no confusion between psalm 
numbers, page numbers,  or hymn numbers. Pastors 
have sometimes seen visitors looking up hymn 144 
when we announce the funeral service begins on 
page 144. With only one set of continuous numbers, 
this book shouldn’t have that problem.) 

Our 1993 hymnals are nearly worn 
out. The spines are grey because the red surface has 
worn off. Page edges are darkened from 28 years of 
thumbing the pages.  

Like a new car, the new books will also have some 
exciting new features. Many of the psalms will be in 
the familiar refrain / chant format, but with some 
new tones and all new refrains. Some settings of 
psalms in other styles are also included. There are 
some new hymns we will be able to pick up right 
away, some we will have to carefully introduce, and 
some we may wait to use. There are three settings 
of The Service, but they all have one outline. That 
should help build familiarity. Along with the 
Common Service tunes, there are two additional 
settings of The Service, one which we have already 
previewed in the last months. The new service 
music carries the same message we have always 
heard in liturgy.  

The new book is not all new.  Of the 656 hymns, over 
400 are old friends to us. Of the three settings of The 
Service, the tunes of the Common Service (Setting 
One) are already familiar. Morning Praise and 
Evening Prayer are also very much the same as they 
were in Christian Worship 1993.  

A book titled Christian Worship is all about hearing, 
praying and singing about Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
That is true of the new materials as well as the 
familiar ones that are in the book. St. Paul wrote, 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, 
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with 
gratitude in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16). 
The most important thing about worship is hearing 
the gospel of Jesus. In our services we read (or recite 
when we know the words well). We sing. We chant. 
In our worship, the Word of Christ isn’t just in our 
ears or on the page of the book in our hands. It’s in 
our mouths. It’s in our hearts and minds (see 
Deuteronomy 11:18). Hymns and liturgy are not just 
pretty songs. They are the living voice of the gospel 
for building faith. That’s true of Christian hymns, 
psalms and liturgy, old and new. 

Pastor Stratman 
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Worship 
Opportunities 
As our worship has 
been returning a little 
more to normal after 
a rather chaotic 
COVID schedule, we 
are settling into 
recently set 
permanent worship 

service times.  So, a reminder here of service times 
for the foreseeable future. 

● Thursdays, 6:30 P.M. 
● Fridays, 1:30 P.M. 
● Sundays, 8:00 & 10:00 A.M. 
● Lord’s Supper offered in all services 

connected with the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays 
of a month.  (Common Cup offered 4th and 
5th Sundays.) 

Mission Festival, Sept 30 and Oct 3 
Our Mission Festival focuses 
on home missions. Our speaker 
will be Seminarian Tommy 
Walsh who serves as a Senior 
Assistant at St. John’s Juneau-
Horicon-Lowell. He will preach 
in the services September 30 
and October 3 and will give a presentation after the 
fellowship meal which will be served October 3 at 
noon. Please join us!  

Thanksgiving Worship, November 24-25 
Thanksgiving worship will be Wednesday, 
November 24 at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday, November 
25 at 10:00 a.m.  

Christian Education Opportunities 
For all adults… 
Our Monday and Wednesday classes began after 
Labor Day.  In October and 
some of November we 
continue the Bible study 
“Paul’s Letters to the 
Thessalonians: 
Encouragement and 
Guidance for Living in 
Difficult Times and Places”.   We meet Mondays at 
7:00pm and Wednesdays at 11:00am. in the Church 
basement. 

 

New Sunday Morning Bible Study 
With our new Sunday worship schedule there is 
some time between services for Bible Class; a chance 
to dig a little deeper into sections of God’s Word or 
into spiritual, Scriptural topics.  Class begins at 9:10 
A.M. and ends no later than 9:55.  We also hope this 
time can provide another opportunity for more 
fellowship.  Our first study is an 8 lesson series on 
the life of David.  The highs and lows of his life are 
quite applicable to our Christian living 3,000 years 
later.  On Sundays, come for worship at 8:00 and stay 
for class, or come for class at 9:10 and worship at 
10:00. 

Sunday School 
It is not too late to join us for Sunday School. All 
children from preK-8th grade are invited to come on 
Sunday mornings from 9:10 AM-9:45 AM. We meet 
in the classrooms of the lower level of the school. 
Make plans to join us for this special educational 
time for our youth.  
 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Fall Festival 
After a year off, we are looking at our Fall Festival 
making a comeback. This day allows us to open our 
campus to our community. We will have special 
treats, games, and a trunk ‘n treat in 
our back parking lot. Join us on 
Sunday, October 31, from 2:00 PM-
4:00 PM. We are looking for families 
to decorate a God pleasing, kid 
friendly trunk and hand out candy to 
trick-or-treaters. You can also help out by welcoming 
our community visitors, serve refreshments or 
donate items for the event. More information is 
forthcoming in the church bulletin and in the back of 
church. Please plan on attending this fun, family 
friendly event. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society Fall 
Rally 
The LWMS Fall Rally will be held on Saturday, 
October 16th, at St. John’s Lutheran in Princeton. All 
St. Stephen’s ladies are members of the Missionary 
Society. The guest speakers are Tom and Janie 
Niedfelt, and they will talk about distributing audio 
Bibles in our mission fields. Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m. Please join us! 
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Advent by Candlelight, December 5 
This is a program of worship and fellowship to 
prepare us for the Christmas season. There will be 
sign-up sheets in the narthex for guests, table 
hostesses, male servers, set-up and take-down 
starting in October. Additional announcements will 
be in the church bulletin. All women of the 
congregation 18 and older are invited to be table 
hostesses or to come as guests. We also could use 
more singers for Candlelight Choristers who will 
sing anthems during the program. Rehearsal times 
will be in the church bulletin. The event will begin in 
the church basement at 2:00 p.m. with registration, 
meet and greet until 2:20 when dessert and coffee 
will be served. At 2:50 we will go to the sanctuary 
where the program will take place. The program will 
start at 3:00 or when all are seated. Please join us! Be 
a table hostess, guest, or volunteer. If you have any 
questions, please call Jane Winning at 920-344-0400. 

OWLS (Organization of WELS 
Lutheran Seniors) 
Our Beaver Dam area WELS 
Seniors gatherings are happening monthly on the 
2nd Tuesday alternating between Friedens-Randolph 
and St. Stephen’s.  Every gathering begins with 
potluck lunch at noon, followed by a devotion and a 
presentation.  
Our October gathering (12th) at Friedens will feature 
an historical presentation by Mary Winters of 
Friedens and Randolph Historical Society.  The 
November 9th gathering at St. Stephen’s will have as 
our guest presenter Dodge County Sheriff Dale 
Schmidt sharing information about scams targeting 
seniors.  We encourage all our members over 50 
years of age to join us. 

Lutheran Teens 
All teens in 7th-12th grades are 
invited to attend our teen events.  
In October we will be having a family 
Bible Study and event on October 
23rd. More information will come with details. If you 
have questions, please speak with Pastor Dorn.  

Facebook Pages Update 
In the past some of our ministries at St. Stephen’s 
have had their own Facebook account (Teens, 
Explorers, Sunday School). Those pages will soon be 
deleted. We are going to post everything on our main 
page, so people have one place to look. This will also 
allow more people to see what is going on with our 
entire ministry here at St. Stephen’s.  

Service Opportunities 

Altar Guild  
Altar Guild is responsible for set-up and care of the 
chancel (altar) area for worship, which involves 
setting up for and cleaning up after Communion 
services, changing paraments, etc.  At this time, we 
are a group of about 10 dedicated servants. New 
people are most welcome to join us in this 
opportunity for service to our Lord and his people.  
Some Altar Guild members have recently retired, so 
new helpers are most welcome. For more 
information, talk to a Pastor or Melody Scott. 

Ladies’ Aid  
Gather – Grow – Go  We “gather” 
monthly on the 1st Thursday.  
Changes to our regular 1:30 p.m. 
meeting time are occurring.  Watch 
the weekly church bulletin for 
updated information.  We “grow” by planning a 
membership luncheon at our Oct. 7 meeting at 12:30 
p.m.  Members will provide a potluck meal with 
highlights of Ladies Aid activities presented 
afterward.    We “go” by joining with other 
organizations to provide coffee and snacks every 
Sunday during the bible study between services.  If 
you are dropping your children off for Sunday 
school, come down and join us in the church 
fellowship hall for a cup of coffee and snack.   

“Bless the labors of my hands, Lord God, to do your 
work in my time and place. Amen.” 

Lift Up Your Voice with the Senior Choir 
Senior Choir rehearses Thursdays at 7:30pm after 
the worship service. We meet in the band/choir room 
of the school. If you are a confirmed member and 
love to serve your Savior through song, we would be 
happy to see you join us. If you would like more 
information about Senior Choir, contact Pastor 
Stratman or Mr. Josh Barnett. 

St. Stephen’s Radio Service 
This service provides the opportunity to hear God’s 
precious word and to sing with fellow Christians the 
hymns of the faith. It airs every Sunday at 9:30am 
on WBEV (1430 AM). 

We record two half-hour services on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month (September – May). 
We start at 7:00pm and finish around 8:10. We 
record in the church. The Maple Ave, church office 
and ramp entrances will be open. Please join us!   
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School News 
God has given us a wonderful gift here at St. 
Stephen’s.  The ability to fund a Lutheran Day School 
is something that all members of the church body 
should take pride in.  Our children, on a daily basis, 
are reminded that Jesus is their Savior from sin.  
There are teachers who lovingly work with the 
children on this foundation.  Sometimes when a 
building is set on a weak foundation it falls.  The 
same is true with our faith.  If the foundation is 
weak, faith falters and there is nothing left.  It is our 
prayer that parents always consider Christian 
Education something to be cherished.  What a 
blessing to have children in our school.  May the 
Lord continue to bless the efforts of all the teachers 
of St. Stephen’s.  May God continue to bless the 
efforts the children place forth in honor of their Lord. 

In October our Parent-Teacher society is planning a 
Chili Cook-off.  This is happening on Tuesday, 
October 26.  It is a chance for the parents, students, 
and other supporters of Christian Education to 
gather and see what is going on here at St. Stephen’s.  
We will start the evening at 6:00.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Please keep your eyes on the bulletin for 
more information as we near October 26.  

Our School mission for this part of the year is 
Central Africa Medical Mission.  Mr. Zuberbier’s 
parents spent some time in Africa and graciously 
presented to us on September 24.   

Mrs. Cooper has started something new at St. 
Stephen’s.  Near the end of September/ beginning of 
October, children in grades 4 and 8 will be indicating 
their intent to join our Student Council.  The Student 
Council will have opportunities to serve the school, 
church, and community around us. 

Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Welch began lessons for band 
and piano.  We look forward to what they can do 
with these students this year.   

If you ever desire to know more about our week, go 
check out the St. Stephen’s website at:  
www.ssbdwels.com/school and click on school news.  
There you can see all the newsletters from various 
classes and the things each room is doing. 

Sports: 

Our various fall sports teams are working hard as 
time progresses.  A lot of God given abilities are 
being shown on the volleyball court and cross 
country runs.  

Cross Country has competed in a few meets already 
and are looking to finish out the season at our 
conference meet in October. 

Volleyball is going strong.  Both the A and B teams 
have played multiple games already and have shown 
promise as they learn and perfect the sport through 
practice and games. 

Keep your eyes open as we move forward into the 
winter sports seasons for various basketball games 
and tournaments. 

Facebook Check-ins: 

In our world of social 
media, a check-in is a great 
way to show your friends 
and family where you are.  Many people will check 
in when they are at a restaurant, a professional 
sporting event, a concert, and many other places.  
Why not take a few seconds when you are at our 
school or another Lutheran Day School to check and 
let people know what you are celebrating.  It is a 
great way to communicate that St. Stephen’s Church 
and School is part of your life and community.  Next 
time you are on Facebook, Instagram, or whatever 
social media app you use, take a few seconds to post 
where you are, who you are with, and what is 
happening.  Also a great thing to post when 
attending a church service. 

Charitable Programs 

• Our school benefits from these charitable programs. 
 • The Box Top program has an app available from 
your app provider. If you do not have a smart phone 
to collect these box tops, please contact the school.  
• Our Family Bar codes can be brought to the church 
or school office. 
 • Our school runs a SCRIP program. This program 
allows families to buy gift certificates for everyday 
items and then direct the proceeds to one of four 
specific areas. Information is available through the 
office and website.  
 
Upcoming School Events: 
October 3:  Mission Festival @ church 
October 26:  PTS Chili cook-off 
October 28-29: No School (WLSTC) 
November 5: LPS Grade School Forensics Festival 
November 10-12: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 12:  No School (Conferences/PD for 
teachers) 
November 15:  Veterans Day Celebration 
November 25-26:  No School (Thanksgiving) 


