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St. Stephen’s 
Newsletter   
June-July 2026 

St. Stephen’s 2026 Confirmands 

Devotional Thought: 
 I Need More…REST 

People put in many hours of work each week. 
Weeknight evenings are filled with activities for 
children and meetings of all sorts. When the 
weekend rolls around, there are many activities that 
we want to participate in. There are sports for 
children, recreation for families, and leisurely 
interests for individuals. Hours on Saturday are 
taken up by home improvement projects or needed 
maintenance. By the end of it all we are tired. 

Finally, it is Sunday morning, a day of rest, and I 
get to sleep in. It is the one morning that if I don’t 
get out of bed, my work will not call, and my 
children will not bother me. Nothing much happens 
on Sunday morning, so it is a good time to relax. I 
get so tired during the week. I need more rest and 
Sunday seems to be the perfect day to get it. If I 
sleep in on Sunday morning, I may be well rested 
physically but spiritually I am exhausted. 

On the front wall of the church where I grew up is 
this Bible passage. “Come to me all you who are 
weary and burdened and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). Those are Jesus’ words. It is his 
invitation to provide rest, not for our bodies but for 
our souls. There were plenty of times I walked into 
that church physically tired, but I always received 
rest for my soul. 

  

I heard a message about my sin and Jesus’ 
forgiveness. I was reminded every time that I had 
real rest in Jesus. I had the rest of a clear conscience 
because Jesus took my sin away with his death and 
resurrection. I had the rest of knowing that when I 
die, I will rest eternally with Jesus. I had the rest of 
knowing that the same Savior who loved me enough 
to die for me is ruling all things in this world for me, 
and for the benefit of all his people. 

Such a busy life! It makes you wish you could have 
more rest. You do! In Jesus you have the rest you 
truly need. The church may not have that Bible 
passage printed on the wall, but through the Word of 
God you hear, you will receive rest for your soul in 
Jesus. Next Sunday morning, come and get some 
rest with us at church. It is good for your soul. 

From WELS Evangelism 

Worship Opportunities 

Summer Service Times 
Just a reminder that our service times remain the 
same all through summer: Thursday evenings at 
6:30 PM, Friday at 1:30 PM, and Sunday at 8:00 
AM & 10:00 AM. We will also continue our Sunday 
morning Bible Class between the services.  

Are you going on vacation this summer? Let’s not 
forget about worship. Our services continue to be 
streamed via Facebook. They are posted on 
YouTube on Monday mornings.  

You can also find area WELS/ELS churches in 
areas where you will visit. Go to: yearbook.wels.net 
to find a church where you may be.  

St. Stephen’s Radio Service 
Since 1973 St. Stephen’s has 
provided a half-hour radio worship 
service primarily for members who 
are homebound and in nursing 
homes, but also as a tool to share 
God’s Word with many others. 
This service provides the 
opportunity to hear God’s precious Word. It airs 
every Sunday at 9:30am on WBEV (95.3 FM). 

Each half-hour Sunday service on WBEV costs 
about $75. You can listen to our radio services over 
the internet. The link for our Radio Service will take 
you to a YouTube Playlist of our radio services. 

 

http://yearbook.wels.net/
http://yearbook.wels.net/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLKeBEtgRNikTpyC38GL41SmbeFPmz0IU
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Thank you for Service 

 

Thank you to Mrs. Karen Cooper for her many years 
of dedicated service. She was recognized with a cake 
at our Graduation service. Cards and well wishes can 
be sent to the office in appreciation of her years of 
commitment and care.  

Christian Education Opportunities 
For all…  

Bible study 
 will continue on Sunday mornings 
from 9:10am - 9:50am. Currently 
we are studying different stories 
using the series “19 Minutes With 
the Messiah”, which will continue through the end 
of summer.  

Bible Information Class (BIC) 
Another season of our Bible Information Class 
(BIC) will begin soon. The pastors lead these 
classes for those who have questions about the 
Bible, wish to become members, or would just like 
a review of what we believe. These classes are 
held Mondays and Wednesdays at either 11:00 
AM or 6:30 PM, starting Wednesday June 10. If 
those times don’t work, please speak with a 
pastor. We are flexible in finding a time that works 
for anybody. If you know of anyone that would be 
interested in this class, invite them. Better yet, 

come with them. If you do not feel comfortable 
inviting them, give their name and number to a 
pastor. For the Summer Session, call Pastor 
Stratman at 920-344-9934 or email 
pcstratman@gmail.com.  

Financial Peace University 
Are you struggling 
with debt? Are you 
looking to save more 
money? Do you want 
to get a better hold of 
your finances? Do 
you want to learn 
how to talk to your 
spouse or significant other about finances? Do you 
want to know how you can build a secure 
retirement? St Stephen’s will be offering Financial 
Peace University classes. These classes are from 
Dave Ramsey’s well-known Financial Peace 
University Course. Through nine video lessons, 
class discussions and interactive activities, 
Financial Peace University presents Biblically 
practical steps to get from where you are to where 
you’ve dreamed you could be. Join us for this new 
nine-week class that will be held on Mondays, 
starting June 8 at 6:30 in the church basement. 
There will be a $75 fee to cover the cost of 
materials that you get to keep. For questions or to 
register, please contact any of the following: Pastor 
Reis via call or text at 269-993-6400 or email at 
pastorreis@saintstephen.org, Corinne Stratman via 
call or text at 920-344-6414, or email at 
cvstratman@gmail.com, or the church office. 

mailto:pcstratman@gmail.com
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Beaver Dam Area WELS 
Seniors 

Our group continues to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month, gathering at noon for a potluck lunch 
followed by various presentations. Our June get-
together will be on the 9th for a picnic potluck under 
the shelter at Waterworks Park (St. Stephen’s 
basement if bad weather). Our guest presenter will 
be Pastor Professor Souksamay Phetsanghane 
from Luther Prep, sharing his journey to Christianity 
from his birth in Laos. July 14th we will meet at 
Good Shepherd, with Sue Lueneberg performing 
Christian music that she has written and recorded.    
Our Seniors Group is here for all our members 55 
and older (or close to it!).  We’d love to have more 
of our “seniors” join us for our fellowship.  
Feel free to bring a friend!  

 

 A Sunday Afternoon Concert 

Sunday, July 12 at 3:30 P.M. a “Musical Menagerie” 
concert will be presented in our church. It is not a 
sacred concert, rather an hour of good, mostly 
classical music. The performers are Maggie 
(Rodewald) Rebers (daughter of Greg & Mary 
Rodewald) on piano and Thomas Weis, a bass 
vocalist. Maggie says the concert will have 
somewhat of an “animal theme”. Come, find out what 
that’s about on a summer Sunday afternoon.  
Free will offering box will be available. 
 

Edwin Brix for The True Vine: A Night of 
Praise  

Join Edwin Brix for The True Vine: A Night of Praise 
on Thursday, June 18, from 6:00pm-8:00pm at 
Edwin Brix Vineyard in Juneau, WI. This free 
community worship event will feature live music from 
Koinè in a beautiful outdoor vineyard setting.  Guest 
are invited to bring lawn chairs or blankets and enjoy 
an evening of praise, fellowship, and music.  Wine, 
small bites, and food vendors will be available for 
purchase.  Edwin Brix Vineyard will donate 10% of 
its sales during the even to support Time of Grace.  
Please use the QR cod to RSVP to help us properly 
prepare for the evening.  Rain date: Friday, June 19. 

VBS 2026: 

We are thrilled to announce a 
special collaboration for this year’s 
Vacation Bible School! St. 
Stephen’s and Good Shepherd are 
joining forces to host a joint VBS at 
St. Stephen's on August 3-7 from 
1:00-3:00 pm. This unique 
opportunity will combine the talents from both 
congregations and allow both of us to serve the 
community while Good Shepherd continues their 
building project. This year’s VBS theme is Circle J 
Ranch. Join us for a week-long VBS August 3-7, 
2026. 
A friendly ranch hand will lead us through our 
Vacation Bible School as we learn about Jesus as 
our Savior. Children 3 years old-6th grade are invited 
to participate in Bible lessons, games, crafts and 
snacks! At the ranch we will learn how Jesus 
provides, guides, protects and saves us. Come to 
the Circle J Ranch and see what Jesus has done for 
you! Mark your calendars and bring your friends! 
Vacation Bible School is free. Signup for both 
children and volunteers can be found at church or by 
scanning the QR codes below.  

                   

   

 

 

 

Student Signup Volunteer Signup 

Service Opportunities 
Ladies’ Aid 

St. Stephen’s Ladies Aid continues to carry out its 
mission to grow in Christian faith as children of God 
and to serve him by serving our congregation. That 
service primarily takes the form of coordinating and 
serving meals for families, mostly for funerals, but 
assisting with the occasional Baptism or 
Confirmation lunch, or bridal or baby showers held 
in the church basement.  
We are thankful to the several ladies (AND MEN) 
who are not Ladies’ Aid members who gladly help 
with serving of funeral lunches.  

If you are able and willing to help now and then at 
the serving of a “funeral lunch” we would love to 
have your help! Contact Carol Lathrop (920-887-
7250) to add your name to the list of volunteers. 

There will be no meeting in June or July or August.  
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School News 
Gratitude as we close the school year 

As the 2025-2026 school year draws to a close, 
we pause to reflect on the many ways God has 
blessed our school community over the past 
months. We’ve experienced growth, faced 
challenges, celebrated achievements, and leaned 
on one another—all under the grace and guidance 
of our Lord. 

This time of year reminds us of the importance of 
the Christian community we’ve built together at St. 
Stephen’s. We are grateful for each person who 
plays a part in our shared ministry: 

● Our Teachers: We thank you for pouring 
your time, talent, and love into nurturing the 
minds and hearts of our students. Your 
dedication and Christ-centered leadership 
are the heartbeat of our halls. 

● Our Parents and Families: We thank you 
for your trust, your prayers, and your 
steadfast partnership throughout the year. 
Your active involvement is a vital part of our 
mission and success. 

● Our Students: We thank you for your 
laughter, your curiosity, and your growth. 
You have filled our days with purpose and 
reminded us of the joy found in learning. 

Most of all, we give thanks to our gracious God, 
who has been our strength in times of uncertainty, 
our joy in times of celebration, and our hope in all 
things. 

As we move into the summer months, we pray that 
each of you finds time for rest and renewal. May 
God’s peace fill your homes, and may His love 
continue to guide us until we gather again for the 
new year ahead. 

Faculty news: 

Let us give thanks to the Lord. Our faculty for this 
past year: 

Mr. Schulz-Grade 7-8 homeroom, 5-8 Math, Jr. 
Choir, 5-8 Art, Principal 

Mr. Zuberbier-Grade 5-6 homeroom, 5-8 
Language Arts, 5-8 P.E., 7-8 Science, Athletic 
Director 

Mr. Barnett-5-8 Social Studies, 5-8 Music, 5-6 
Science, Music Coordinator 

Mrs. Cooper-Grade 4 

Mrs. Reis–Grade 3 

Miss Wenman-Grade 2 

Mrs. Trimmer-Grade 1 

Mrs. Barnett-Kindergarten 

Mrs. Schultz-Kindergarten Aide 

Mrs. Stratman- K-8 Aide 

We say farewell to Mrs. Cooper as she enters into 
her retirement. She was a blessing to St. 
Stephen’s and will be dearly missed. Lord’s 
blessings to you in all your endeavors. 

We were able to fill the position of 4th grade for 
next year as Mrs. Julie Weishalla accepted the call 
to teach at St. Stephen’s.  
Mrs. Rachel Henriquez filled the role of piano 
instructor for the 2025-2026 school year and has 
done a wonderful job. We look forward to working 
with her in the future. 

Other School Information: 

This past year we graduated 3 students from 8th 
grade.  May the Lord continue to bless them on 
their journey into life.   
       Congratulations and Lord’s blessings to: 

Auburn Brzezinski, Zoey Rechek, 
& Emmanuel Schuman 

Give Thanks! Let us always give thanks to the 
Lord our God for the goodness he has shown us. 
He has given us so much in our lives, let us 
respond to that with offerings of thanksgiving. The 
ministry of St. Stephen’s School is always grateful 
for the support it receives through its members.  

We were able to share our goodness with four 
missions this year. We joined with other schools in 
the Central Wisconsin Lutheran Schools effort to 
collect funds for LLHS OpGo, WELS World 
Mission to Australia, WELS Home Mission in 
Madison, and WELS Christian Aid and Relief. 
Each mission, we had a personal goal of $500.00. 
We succeeded to meet our goal with all four 
missions this year. What a wonderful gift from our 
students to the missions of our synod.  

Please watch for news about the upcoming 2026-
27 school year.  School will resume on September 
1. 

 

 


